
Response to 12/21/21 Email from Kennett Area Democrats sent to Kennett 
Township Democrats. 

A copy of the letter sent from Kennett Area Democrats (KAD) is available here. Some text is bolded for 
emphasis.  First posted 1/1/22.  

 

Kennett Area Democrats (KAD) 
Claim 

 

OpenKennett (OK) Counters 

“Another Mailing from Peter Doehring and his 
backers has hit mailboxes lamenting what was a 
successful EMS/Fire reorganization and including 
baseless attacks on the ethics of Kennett 
Township Manager Eden Ratliff. As Democrats, 
we support anyone’s right to share information, 
but we need to speak up when that information is 
not truthful“ 

This is false.  OK contends that all of the 
statements in the letter sent by Peter Doehring are 
either clearly supported by publicly available 
documents, or are clearly indicated as speculation. 
In contrast, neither this response, nor others in 
support of Ratliff, reference any public documents 
that clearly support their claims or clearly counter 
those of Peter Doehring or of OK.   

 

“It is not often that the Chair of KAD extends 
herself to township business, but when there is 
grave concern about the veracity of an 
outspoken Democrat, we must call out our 
own, and stop them in their behavior.” 

This is true, with respect to those 
outspoken Democrats in KAD who are 
responsible for writing and disseminating 
this letter. KAD provided little evidence to back 
their claims, and, as we have written elsewhere, 
KAD leaders now refuse to stand behind these 

https://dffa60ee-e4d1-4400-a0ef-44a41fff9d3b.usrfiles.com/ugd/dffa60_5532c2c8938c455db4741239b0138e1d.pdf
https://www.openkennett.org/townhall/kennett-area-fire-ems/kad-now-appears-unwilling-to-stand-behind-their-12-21-21-letter-censuring-doehring-could-this-impact-kad-s-credibility
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statements. They have also declined to publicly 
debate the veracity of their own claims, and have 
since scrubbed the letter from the internet. We 
believe that this episode should spark a thorough 
review of KAD policy and leadership. We agree 
completely that “we must call out our own (local 
Democratic leaders), and stop them in their 
behavior”. 

“The Ethics Complaint filed by Peter Doehring 
against Eden was summarily rejected by the 
Investigative Division of the State Ethics 
Commission for lacking substance and evidence.” 

This repeats misleading claims made 
elsewhere. The Ethics Commission immediately 
informed Doehring that they would not open an 
investigation because "no evidence was provided 
that Mr. Ratliff used his position to secure 
employment for his spouse (emphasis ours)".  We 
read this simply as clarifying that the Commission 
requires that we provide specific and detailed 
documentation confirming that Ratliff had been 
directly involved in the decision by Longwood Fire 
to hire his wife, before the Commission would 
consider initiating an investigation (we have 
reached out to the Ethics Commission to confirm 
this interpretation). This kind of documentation is 
not part of the public record and so, given this 
feedback, we will continue our inquiries.  It 
appears to us that an "investigation" conducted by 
the Ethics Commission under these circumstances 
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means that their staff are primarily focused on 
verifying documentation we have brought to them, 
as opposed to uncovering new documentation. 

“Yet Peter and his backers still put it in his mailer 
and it remains on this website.  You can read more 
about why the compliant (sic) was rejected 
HERE.” 

We consider our inquiries to be ongoing, and have 
kept the original complaint up on the website to 
help readers who might have pertinent 
information to step forward. 

“Why would Peter spend so much time and money 
making these baseless attacks?  Peter desperately 
wants to be on the Trails and Sidewalks 
Committee…” 

Doehring submitted a request to be considered for 
a seat on the Trails and Sidewalks Committee in 
November 2020, which Supervisors Leff and 
Hoffman voted down with little discussion.  

“... to oppose work being done by the Township 
endorsed Kennett Greenway Project.” 

This is misleading.   It is true that Doehring has 
raised many concerns about the financial and 
environmental impact of the current proposal for 
the greenway along Chandler Mill Road, most of 
which remain unanswered.  Doehring has also 
proposed alternatives that Leff, Hoffman, and 
Ratliff have continued to ignore. Others have 
sought to characterize this as blanket opposition 
to the Greenway itself. Yet Doehring has been an 
enthusiastic user of greenways for years, and a 
strong and active advocate of the use of trails by 
people with disabilities like his daughter Margot. 
To that end, he has presented at state and national 

https://kennettareademocrats.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15f5a2f284941574be7ada38c&id=4696e56ca7&e=23bbddad75
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18rTEckLx2YV0TioDW0F-oadQYDVmqfkJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyld0WnNM1I0r6__fztZ5lzkwoyayUvr/view?usp=sharing
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conferences on trail design and usage, developed 
local trail inventories, and contributed to national 
guidelines designed to increase access to trails by 
people with disabilities.  

“He asked Supervisor Leff to be appointed. Leff 
said no due to Peter’s opposition to the Greenway 
and disruptive manner in group 
proceedings.” 

This is an unsupported claim unless one 
argues that it is inappropriate to ask questions and 
expect answers from leaders, whether in public 
meetings or in email exchanges.  We have asked 
Leff to provide specific examples supporting his 
claims, which he has declined as of this date.  As 
noted elsewhere, this claim references a private 
conversation, which presumes that Leff was 
consulted in the writing of this letter. It is worth 
noting that, during this same private conversation, 
Doehring expressed concerns about the actions 
and behaviors of Ratliff, and offered to provide 
additional details in writing and meet with the 
supervisors. Leff did not act on this offer (nor, 
apparently, on the concerns expressed).   

“Following his failed primary bid for supervisor, 
he told Democratic Candidate Hoffman that he 
would support her if she agreed to appoint him to 
Trails and Sidewalks.  She said no and his baseless 
attacks and dishonest communications continued 

This is false. At no point did Doehring offer to 
trade a committee appointment for political 
backing, though the circumstances of  the 
discussion Hoffman may be mis-remembering is 
instructive. As noted elsewhere, this claim 
references a private conversation this past July, 

http://www.kennettoutdoors.org/
http://www.kennettoutdoors.org/
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/topics/community-conservation/disability
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/topics/community-conservation/disability
https://www.openkennett.org/townhall/kennett-area-fire-ems/evidence-that-the-kad-letter-censuring-doehring-was-crafted-with-the-input-of-supervisors-leff-and-hoffman
https://www.openkennett.org/townhall/kennett-area-fire-ems/evidence-that-the-kad-letter-censuring-doehring-was-crafted-with-the-input-of-supervisors-leff-and-hoffman
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through the campaign…it is never OK to trade 
committee appointments for political backing” 

  

which presumes that Hoffman was consulted in 
the writing of this letter. During this meeting, 
Hoffman spoke at length about her willingness to 
consider all opinions and points of view, including 
any concerns about the proposed design of the 
Kennett Greenway.  To test Hoffman’s 
enthusiastically professed open-mindedness, 
Doehring asked if this meant that she would 
support Doehring’s candidacy for a seat on the 
Trails and Sidewalks committee. She said she 
would not.  

In addition to diminishing the quality of our 
public discourse on important issues, attacking 
employees for following policies and principles 
(and being volunteer firefighters!)...”  

This is false. The concerns expressed here were 
not about Ratliff’s decision to become a volunteer 
firefighter - we applaud his public spirit. We are 
concerned about his failure to disclose his 
membership with Longwood Fire when he posed 
as an unbiased consultant helping to analyze 
sensitive data about their performance, data that 
were subsequently used to turn control of Kennett 
Fire’s over to Longwood Fire. 

“… that aren’t in line with his special 
interests…”  

This is an unsupported claim recycled from 
Hoffman’s primary campaign against Doehring, 
and her response to Doehring’s endorsement of 
the Republican candidate Geoffrey Gamble. 
Neither Hoffman nor KAD have ever identified 



 

KAD Claims OK Counters 

 

what these “special interests” might be.  This also 
suggests that Hoffman may have been involved in 
writing the KAD letter. 

 

 

 


