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Pennsylvania Ethics Commission Rejects Complaint 
Against Kennett Township Manager Eden Ratliff  

 
 On December 15, a former primary candidate for Kennett Township Supervisor in Spring 2021 
launched a series of public attacks upon Kennett Township Manager Eden Ratliff and the Kennett Township 
Supervisors. The former candidate, Peter Doehring, claimed that Ratliff’s work to help create a much-needed 
solution to improve fire and EMS responses among six municipalities was unethical and designed to get Ratliff’s 
wife Gabrielle a job with the Longwood Fire Company, thereby creating a conflict of interest. 
  

Doehring had earlier filed a complaint with the Pennsylvania Ethics Commission against Eden Ratliff 
and requested an investigation. We understand that the Ethics Commission promptly examined the complaint 
and rejected Doehring’s request -- saying simply that Doehring had presented no evidence of his claims. 
 
 To date, Doehring has declined to acknowledge the Ethics Commission’s rapid rejection of his claims 
and has kept his failed complaint visible on a website attacking Ratliff, Ratliff’s wife Gabrielle and the Kennett 
Township Supervisors. Doehring also mailed a letter to Kennett Township residents containing dozens of 
unsupported accusations against Ratliff and the Supervisors. Doehring’s website also pledges further attacks 
against public officials on other matters, claims quite similar to actions he took against his opponents in his 2021 
political campaign.      
 

DOEHRING REFUSED AN INVITATION FROM SUPERVISORS FOR A MEETING to discuss his concerns and 
allegations.  
 

MEANWHILE, THE REGIONAL FIRE/EMS RESPONSE PLAN SPEARHEADED BY KENNETT TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, OUR REGIONAL FIRE AND EMS COMMISSION, EDEN  RATLIFF AND MANY LOCAL 
EMERGENCY SERVICES EXPERTS has proven to be a big success for local residents, fire companies and the 
firefighters themselves. The ability of several fire companies to respond to emergency calls has dramatically 
improved, as have response times. Cooperation and camaraderie between fire companies is also dramatically 
increased, along with more cross training and support.  Nevertheless, we continue to monitor this new regional 
response plan to ensure its continued effectiveness in a cost-conscious manner. 
 

TWO FIRE COMPANY LEADERS from the Kennett and Longwood Fire Companies jointly wrote an 
article which stated: The leadership of both Fire Companies are ecstatic with the success of this program. The 
paid and volunteer crews are handling calls for service and arriving to the emergencies in record times thanks to 
the staff being at the station. (The entire article is available on page 3 at 
https://www.kennett.pa.us/DocumentCenter/View/4956/2021-Fall-Newsletter.) 

 
CUYLER WALKER, ESQ., CHAIR OF THE KENNETT FIRE AND EMS REGIONAL COMMISSION, addressed 

several of the accusations made by Doehring. Walker said Ratliff fully disclosed his relationships with the 
Longwood Fire Company; neither Ratliff nor his wife Gabrielle have authority to allocate or distribute 
Commission funds to LFC; Ratliff’s analysis, research and recommendations as a Township Manager were 
constructive and beneficial; and none of the members of the Commission found Ratliff’s pro bono relationships  
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with Longwood Fire Company (including volunteering as a certified firefighter and a certified EMT) to constitute 
a conflict of interest. A motion was passed with all in favor and in support of Eden and the employment of 
Eden’s wife Gabrielle by LFC. (Dr. Richard Leff recused himself, as one of the Kennett Township Supervisors 
where Eden works.) 

 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF KENNETT TOWNSHIP ARE STRONGLY IN SUPPORT OF EDEN RATLIFF. 

“The Kennett Township Supervisors solidly support Eden Ratliff against these unfair and personal attacks,” 
said Kennett Township Board of Supervisors Chair Richard Leff. “Plus – Eden’s expertise in policy-making and 
consensus-building combined with his years of volunteering, training and certifications in fire and EMS matters 
were invaluable in making sure everything in the Regional Fire and EMS Response Plan was done in full 
compliance with regulations and procedures. All of us are safer and more secure as a result.“ 

 
“I ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO BE CAUTIOUS IN BELIEVING PETER DOEHRING’S IRRESPONSIBLE 

ALLEGATIONS,” Leff continued. “Keep in mind,” he said, “the Pennsylvania Ethics Commission wasted no time in 
dismissing his entire complaint.” 

 
 

# # # 
 
 
If you have any questions about this or any other Kennett Township matter, please send an email to 
Questions@kennett.pa.us. 
 
 
Kennett Township Board of Supervisors 
 


